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Goals 

1. Background on Administration Open Data requirements, 

DOI implementation, etc. 

2. Overview of USGS Science Data Catalog (SDC), 

pathways to data.doi.gov, data.gov, and the Geospatial 

Platform      

a. Providing records to SDC, data.doi.gov, data.gov 

and the geoplatform 

3. Inventory and status of NGDA and A16 datasets (NGDA 

and A16 leads)--tracking 

4. Next steps (all) 

 



1. On May 9, 2013, the White House released the Executive Order, 

“Making Open and Machine Readable the New Default for 

Government.” This Order, built upon an earlier interagency 

memorandum released by the OSTP, was accompanied by an OMB 

Policy requiring: 

❑ Inventory of Data 

❑ Public Data Listing 

❑ data.doi.gov 

❑ data.gov 

2. USGS Science Data Management activities 

❑Community for Data Integration 

❑Office of Science Quality and Integrity – policy revisions  

❑Moving toward a “science data life cycle approach” in USGS 

❑ Implementation of USGS Science Strategy Plans 

Background & Drivers… 

  



Helping address Big Earth Data Initiative (BEDI) actions: 

∗ Making large, complex datasets accessible, machine 

actionable 

∗ Treating these datasets to improve interoperability, 

accessibility 

∗ Coordinating across DOI, and with NASA, NOAA 

 

Background & Drivers cont… 



Stakeholders & Project Goals… 

Project Goals: 

• Least impact to all  

• Self-service model 

• Broad involvement 

• Increase Program 

visibility 

• Proper attribution  

• Incremental updates 

• Improve Data Mgmt. 

• Effective links to 

related efforts 

• Reuse of Standards 

• Leverage existing 

systems, efforts 

• Move towards 

actionable data 

   



What is the USGS Science Data Catalog (SDC)?  

1. Single point for USGS to provide its metadata to 

data.doi.gov, data.gov, OMB, geoplatform etc.  

2. Organizes USGS data – find, get, use (Actionable) 

3. Meets Open Data requirements for USGS 

4. Provides metadata retrieval, visualization, download, & 

links back to original providers  
 

  



What is the USGS SDC (cont)?  

1. Allows data stewards control of what data to publish and 

review metadata for release – through the “SDC 

Dashboard” 

2. Requires metadata content prior to data release--FGDC 

CSDGM, no broken links (See 

http://sunlightfoundation.com/blog/2014/10/30/federal-

open-data-audit-defense-downright-dismal-interior-

immense-yet-imperfect/ for an example of the perils of 

broken links…) 

3. Focus on scientific data  
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Science Data Catalog (SDC) Dashboard 

 

Allows managers and data stewards to: 

∗ Register/Define/Maintain metadata sources  

∗ Obtain statistics on metadata indexing, completeness, 

and errors  

  



Data Publishing for Open Data and data.gov 
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Data Resource Management 

Data Release for Open Data and data.gov 





USGS Science Data Catalog--

data.usgs.gov 

 

  

data.usgs.gov/datacatalog   
   (Still in development at this url) 



DOI -- Data.doi.gov 



Data.gov 



Geospatial Platform 



USGS Science Data Catalog  

Integration with New USGS Web… 

• Partnering with OCAP and AEI 

• Drive “data” piece of new USGS Web 

• Minimizes duplicate effort  

  



SDC Metadata Data Stewards & Sources…  



Ben Wheeler: bwheeler@usgs.gov 

 

Links:  

SDC: data.usgs.gov 

SDC dashboard: www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/dashboard 

DOI CKAN: data.doi.gov 

data.gov: data.gov 

Geospatial Platform: geoplatform.gov 

 

• USGS Science Data Catalog Team: Mike Frame, Viv 

Hutchison, Natalie Latysh, Lisa Zolly, Michelle Chang 

Contacts 
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